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Introduction

This filing is a compilation of the procedures étitthed for the orderly and timely
registration of vital events in the state of Misgipi. These procedures are based on the
Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, and the raldspted by the Mississippi Board of
Health and filed with the Secretary of State in pbance with the Administrative
Procedures Act.

Mississippi Code sections are cited for easy refady readers who wish to consult the
related statutes. Cited sections are as of filamy, future changes, additions or deletions
in the Code take precedence over the filed ruldsagulations.

General Provisions
101.01 Statutory Authority (841-57-1).

State statute mandates that a bureau of vitatstatibe established by the
Board of Health for the registration and preseoratf vital events and
statistics, and for the enforcement of such lawiest, regulations, and orders.

101.02 Rulemaking Authority (841-3-17).

The Board of Health has the authority to makeaeaBle rules and regulations
to carry out its duties and the objectives of reation.

101.03 Definitions.

Many of the definitions listed herein are definediate statutes, others are standard
definitions published in various publications bg tHational Center for Health Statistics
and used by vital records offices and other estitieoughout the nation. A few are
listed to meet unique needs of vital records withim state.

Rule 1—Definitions

1. “Abortion” means the use or prescription of anytiasent, medicine,
drug or any other substance or device to termiteg@regnancy of a
woman known to be pregnant with an intention othan to increase the



probability of a live birth, to preserve the life leealth of the child after
live birth or to remove a dead fetus.

2. "Agency", in the contexts of an adoption, meansunty welfare
department, a licensed or non-licensed adoption@ger any other
individual or entity assisting in the finalizatioh an adoption.

3. “Certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth” meana birth certificate issued
to record and memorialize the birth of a stillbamld. This document
shall include the statement “This certificate i$ pof of live birth”.

4. "County medical examiner" means a licensed physia@pointed to
investigate and certify deaths affecting the puiniierest.

5. "County medical examiner investigator" means a pbysician trained
and appointed to investigate and certify deathecéifig the public
interest.

6. “Death” means when an individual has sustaineceedin irreversible
cessation of circulatory and respiratory functiongreversible cessation
of all functions of the entire brain, including theain stem. A
determination of death must be made in accordarniteaccepted medical
standards.

7. "Dead Body" means a human body or parts of suchanumoedy, the
condition of which may reasonably lead to the cosicin that death has
occurred.

8. "Embalming" means the arterial injection and thetganjection and the
cavity of an embalming fluid by a licensed embalmer

9. “Father” means the male to whom the ‘mother’ wasried at the time of
conception or birth or at any time between concepéind birth or, in the
absence of marriage, the male who has acknowleaigeeen identified
by court order under the appropriate statuteseMississippi Code of
1972, Annotated, as being the father of the fetuhid.

10. "Fetal Death" means death prior to the completeuksign or extraction
from its mother of a product of human conceptiorespective of duration
of pregnancy; the death is indicated by the faat &fter such expulsion or
extraction the fetus does not breathe or show #mgr@vidence of life,
such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the li;abcord or definite
movement of voluntary muscles.

11. "Filing" means the presentation of a vital recaydregistration by the
Office of Vital Records Registration.

Rules Governing the Registration Health Informatics
and Certification of Vital Events Bureau of Vital Statistics



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

"Final Disposition” means the burial, intermengroation, removal from
the state or other authorized disposition of a deaty or fetus.

"Induced Termination of Pregnancy"” means the imb@al termination of
pregnancy with the intention other than to prodaidige-born infant or to
remove a dead fetus.

"Institution” means any establishment, public avgte, which provides
in-patient medical, surgical, or diagnostic caré¢reatment, or nursing,
custodial or domiciliary care to two or more untethindividuals, or to
which persons are committed by law.

"Legal Representative” means attorney, physiciamgifal director, or
other authorized agent acting on behalf of thestegt or his family.

"Licensed Adoption Agency" means any agency or miggion
performing adoption services duly licensed byNhssissippi
Department of Human Services, Division of Familg &hildren’s
Services.

"Live Birth" Means the complete expulsion or extrac from its mother
of a product of human conception, irrespectivehefduration of
pregnancy, which, after such expulsion or extractiveathes or shows
other evidence of life, such as beating of the thealsation of the
umbilical cord or definite movement of voluntary sales, whether or not
the umbilical cord has been cut or the placentdteched.

"Medical examiner" means the state Medical Examioeunty medical
examiners and county medical examiner investoleaolely, unless
otherwise specified.

“Medical Treatment” means, but is not limited toshitalization,
laboratory tests, surgery or prescription drugs.

“Mother” means the female from whom a live birthfetal death was
expulsed or extracted, and to whom the umbilicadl and placenta were
attached, or whom a court order specifies as thbenof the fetus or
child.

"Physician" means a person authorized or licensel@the laws of the
state to practice medicine or osteopathy.

"Registration” means the acceptance by the Offidéital Record
Registration and the incorporation of a vital recimto its official records.

"Reporting" means the submission of informatiomtie to a vital event
to the Office of Vital Records Registration for nead, health, statistical,
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or administrative uses, but nor for incorporatiotoiits permanent official
records.

"State medical examiner" means the board certfeehsic
pathologist/physician appointed by the Commissiaidtublic Safety to
investigate and certify deaths which affect theljguhterest.

“Stillbirth” or “Stillborn” means an unintended,tnauterine fetal death
occurring in this state after a gestational ageabfiess than twenty (20)
completed weeks. Stillbirths are required to mreed as Fetal Deaths.

"System of Vital Statistics" includes the collectjoegistration,
preservation, amendment, and certification of vieglords; the collection
of other required reports on vital events; andvéteds related thereto,
including the tabulation, analysis, and publicatdvital statistics.

“Verifiable Midwife” means a ‘lay’ or ‘granny’ midvfe whose identity
and initial delivery has been documented by anaigbd representative
of the State Registrar of Vital Records.

"Vital Events" means the occurrences of live birthsaths, fetal deaths,
induced termination of pregnancy, adoptions, mgesadivorces and
annulments.

"Vital Records" means certificates or reports @ tbllowing categories of
vital events; births, deaths, marriages, divorecgsannulments and data
related thereto.

"Vital Statistics" means the data derived fromifiegtes and reports of
all categories of vital events and related reports.

101.04 State Registrar (841-57-3, 841-57-43, 841-57-48;%33).

In accordance with classification standards of atlan and experience a State
Registrar of Vital Records shall be appointed ey Secretary of the Board of
Health. The State Registrar shall be provided witth clerical and other
assistance as needed to perform the duties ofosiggn and shall be provided
with suitable office space and fireproof vaults dilidg cases for the permanent
and safe preservation of all records.

The State Registrar shall register and maintaiortef marriage prepared and
filed by the clerk of the circuit court of each ooy, and reports of divorce
prepared and filed by each clerk of the chancewytanf each county. The clerk
of the circuit court is the legal custodian of nege licenses and certificates of
marriage, and the clerk of the chancery courtedelgal custodian of divorce
decrees.
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Rule 2—Authority of the state registrar

1. The State Registrar under the direction of the Ba@hHealth shall
execute and enforce the provisions of the lawst@dules and
regulations and supervise registrars, to the eaidathof the requirements
shall be uniformly complied with. The State Registpersonally or by
authorized representative, shall have authoriiptestigate cases of
irregularity or violation of regulation or law. Whenecessary, cases of
violation of any of the provisions of the laws aedulations shall be
reported, with a statement of facts and circumssnio the prosecuting
attorney of the proper county.

2. The State Registrar shall have the authority tessreference birth and
death certificates on file for the same individiglstamping on the face
information necessary to show relation of the twdificates.

3. Upon demand of the State Registrar in person, bl orahrough an
authorized representative all physicians, coromardwives,
administrators in institutions, informants, nursielwives, or funeral
directors, and all other persons having knowledglefacts, shall
furnish such information as they may possess raggahy live birth,
death, fetal death, adoption, marriage, divorcaument or induced
termination of pregnancy.

4. The State Registrar shall have authority to paudite with federal, state
and local governmental and law enforcement agemtigwestigations in
which records or the information contained in sordds required.

101.05 Legal Standing of Certificates of Registrar (841%5841-57-47).

Certificates of the State Registrar are the prinvatidation of any facts
contained therein. Properly certified copies arbddaken and received as prima
facie evidence of the facts state therein in aB9¥isippi courts. Any questions
concerning the validity of certified copies shoblladdressed to the State
Registrar.

101.06 Penalties (841-57-27, 841-57-59).

Violation of any rule, regulation or order of thed&d of Health relative to
recording, reporting or filing information, the Wil neglect or refusal to
provide information, or the willful furnishing o&fse information is a
misdemeanor and conviction carries a fine of notentban five hundred dollars
($500.00) or imprisonment in the county jail noteading six (6) months, or
both.

101.07 Venue (811-11-15, 811-11-17).
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Venue of court action in which the Board of Headtla defendant is Hinds
County, Mississippi. Actions may be brought in @mstice court of the state
which has jurisdiction of the subject matter buki&venue without dismissal
because of lack of proper venue. However, atéhjaest of the defendant the
case can be transferred to the proper venue.

101.08 Registration Districts (841-57-5).
Rule 3—Registration districts

The state is hereby defined and designated a®kaeegistration district to
provide vital statistics .

Rule 4—Appointment of local registrars

The State Registrar shall serve as the local regiiir all counties within the
state The State Registrar shall hire and authéisigbrepresentatives to assist
in carrying out the rules and regulations promwdainder 841-57-7.

Rule 5—Authority of authorized field representaive

Field representatives, authorized by the Stated®Ragj shall enforce, within the
geographical areas assigned, the provisions dathe and regulations under the
supervision of the State Registrar. They shall reaskenmediate report to the
State Registrar of any violations coming to thatiece by observation or upon
complaint of any person, or otherwise.

101.09 The Registration System (841-57-7, 841-57-48, §%3-5893-5-33, §93-7-13).

The Board of Health is empowered to develop a sy$te the registration and
reporting of vital events. It may prescribe repagtforms and require any
reports to be made on them. The State Registrdrmshaage and enforce this
system for vital events.

Rule 6—Forms, certificates and reports

All forms, certificates and reports used in thetsysof vital statistics are the
property of the Board of Health and shall be sutezad to the State Registrar of
Vital Statistics upon demand. The forms prescridved distributed by the State
Registrar for reporting vital events shall be usely for official purposes. No
forms shall be used in the reporting of vital egemt making copies thereof
except those furnished or approved by the StatésRag Copied forms shall
not be used for reporting vital events. All forefall be preprinted or printed
from a vital event electronic system provided by 8tate Registrar on 25%
cotton bond paper furnished or approved by theeSRagistrar.
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Rule 7—Acceptability of certificates for filing

1. The State Registrar, or designated representatnadl, examine each
certificate or report received. No certificatereport shall be determined to
be complete and correct that does not supply dheftems of information
specified, or satisfactorily account for their osiis. Incomplete or
unsatisfactory certificates or reports may be regdrfor replacement or
further information may be requested to make thfioate or report
complete and satisfactory.

2. All certificates and reports relating to vital et®must be typed, printed
legibly in black, unfading ink, or submitted thrdug State Registrar
provided electronic system. All signatures requskdll be entered in black,
unfading ink, or as electronic signatures registeveéh and approved by the
State Registrar.

3. The State Registrar shall require new and propgedpared paper
certificates and reports for those which are ustattory because they:

a. Are not prepared in black ink, the ink is not unmifity distributed
over the characters, or where the print is un-réyetble using
current scanning, microfilm or copier techniques.

b. Are not printed straight on the page when printegaper forms
from the electronic system provided by the Statgifear.

c. Contain improper alterations or erasures, or aredo defaced.

d. Do not supply all items of information called ftveteon or
satisfactorily account for their omission.

e. Do not contain handwritten or approved electrorgoatures as
required, or are not signed by the statutory emtityre case of deaths
in the public interest.

f. Are marked copy or duplicate, or are carbon copies.

g. Are prepared on improper forms, prepared on cofuieds rather
than forms supplied by the State Registrar, oparged on paper
which is not 25% cotton bond paper furnished orapgd by the
State Registrar.

h. Contain improper or inconsistent data.
i. Do not have the certifier's name typed or prinegifly.

4. Are not prepared in conformity with regulationsimstructions issued by the
State Registrar.
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101.10 Registration Payments (841-57-11(1), 841-57-13;%A15, 841-57-57, §23-
15-165).

The county board of supervisors will pay the surormé dollar ($1.00) for each
certificate of birth or death occurring within tbheunty, which is properly made
out and filed with vital statistics. Additionalrids, not to exceed fifty dollars
($50.00, may be appropriated by the board of supeny of any county to be
used in perfecting the registration of vital record

No fee shall be paid under this statute unlessagistrar supplies the tax
assessor of each county and the centralized vegestration system of the
Secretary of State with a list of deaths to couasydents of voting age, not
previously listed.

The Department of Health is authorized and empoavereleposit all moneys
received as fees for vital records in the stai@stiey in a separate account to be
used for the vital statistics system, and for ckdrexpenses and other expenses
necessary for completion and issuance of vitalraso

Upon certification by the office of vital recordsthe board of supervisors, the
circuit clerk of a county shall receive a recordiag of one dollar ($1.00) for
each marriage record prepared and forwarded toitélerecords registration
unit. The recording fee shall be paid to the dirclerk out of the county
treasury on order of the board of supervisors @aah six (6) months.

Rule 8—Certification of registrar’s fees

Registrar’s fees shall be certified on the basieoéipt of completed certificates
for registration. Certifications for a particulaonth shall be considered to be
late if they are sent to the State Registrar atednesday following the second
Monday of the succeeding month.

102 Records Certification and Service Fees
102.01 Access to Records (841-57-2, 841-57-11(2), 89338928-17-25).

Vital Records are not considered public accessments. Certified copies of
records in the custody of the Department of Healfly be obtained by persons
having a legitimate and tangible interest in swatords. In order to protect the
confidentiality of documents, no public accessasmtted to the storage vault

or to any indexes and all requests must be accaegbay the published fee..
Suitable forms are provided for initiating any sueljuests. State issued picture
identification or other forms of identification asqutable to the State Registrar
may be required.
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Rule 9—Disclosure of records

The State Registrar shall not permit inspectioroofjisclose information
contained in any records relating to vital eveats;opy or issue a copy of all or
part of any such record unless he is satisfiedtbieapplicant has a direct and
tangible interest in such record.

Applicants with legitimate and tangible interest:ar

1. The registrant, a member of the registrant’s imatedamily (spouse,
parents, grandparents, siblings, children or graidien), the registrant’s
legal guardian, or their respective legal represergs shall be considered
to have a legitimate and tangible interest. Tigtudes non-custodial
parent whose parental rights have not been legaligked. A legal
guardian or legal representative must present deatation of their status
and proof of identity prior to access to such rdcofo be recognized as a
parent the name must appear on the record, otimeediate family
members may be required to show proof of relatigmsh

2. Mississippi licensed adoption agencies working imithe statutory
authority of 893-17-205 and state or local govemitalkagencies working
within statutory authority which specifically autimes access to such
records or information contained in such records.

3. Authorized agents of local, state and federal gowent law enforcement
agencies when the record is required for investgatvarrant or court
purposes. Documentation of such purposes, induolirt not limited to
subpoenas, and proof of identity must be providetth¢ State Registrar
prior to access to such record.

4. Others may demonstrate a legitimate and tangilbdeeat when
information is needed for determination or protactof a personal or
property right.

5. Genealogy researchers with family ties to the régscaind professional
genealogist who are working with the written endanent of a family
member will be considered to have legitimate anditae interest in
death records filed more than fifty (50) calendaang or birth records
filed more than one hundred (100) calendar yeaos fir the date of the
request. This may, at the discretion of the SRagistrar, include visual
review of date appropriate indexes. Copies ofndxprovided for
genealogical research shall be plain paper coptberthan certified
copies.

In any situation where questions may arise conogrtiie authenticity of a
claim of legitimate and tangible interest, proofdgntity and/or interest may
be required. Acceptability of the proof of ident#nd/or interest shall rest
with the State Registrar.
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Applicants with out legitimate and tangible intdrase:

1. The natural parents of an adopted child if thaepadoes not have legal
custody. Alleged natural parent of any child & {parent’s name is not on
the certificate.

2. A parent whose parental rights has been legaliyitexted and notice of
such has been provided to the State Registrar.

3. Commercial, political, for-profit, and not-for pibfirms or entities
requesting copies of records, specific informabaran individual record
or listings of names and addresses from a seriescofds.

The State Registrar may disclose information frow i@cords relating to vital
events only upon receipt of a request and appédale from an applicant with a
legitimate and tangible interest.

Nothing in this rule shall be construed to pernsttbsure of information
contained in the Information for Medical and Hedltbe Only section of the birth
certificate, unless specifically authorized by 8tate Registrar for statistical
research or if authorized by statute or a coudoofpetent jurisdiction within this
state.

102.02 Free Copies (841-57-25, §35-3-9).

1. Rule 10 --- A free certified copy or verificatiom lairth or death records
shall be provided in accordance with state statuteler the following
conditions. Volunteers in the armed services vélidoovided a free
certification of birth upon the personal represgataof the local
recruiting officer for the selected armed servicanich.

2. Copies of birth or death certificates necessargftablishing claims for
dependency, disability or survivor benefits will fs@vided free of charge
for veterans who reside in Mississippi, or theaiiants upon written
application by any recognized Veterans Serviced®ffi

102.03 Certification and Service Fees
Rule 11— Certified copy and service fees

1. The State Registrar may, in his discretion and upoript of a request
and fee established herein, furnish certified caprerification of
information, or non-certified copies of records aedorts on file. The fee
for each service requested shall be as delinea&iesvb The fee for the
certified birth certificate is inclusive of the odellar ($1.00) fee required
under 841-57-11(2) for the Mississippi Childrenisdt Fund.
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a. Birth Record, Death Record, and Statistical RepbMarriage:
Fifteen dollars ($15.00) for the first certifiedpyoof a record on file.
Five dollars ($5.00) for each additional certifempy of the same
record ordered at the same time.

b. Statistical Report of Divorce and Certificate oftBiResulting in
Stillbirth: Fifteen dollars ($15.00) for one noartified copy of a
report on file.

c. Amendment (Correction or change to record or rg¢powenty-five
dollars ($25.00) for court order or affidavit amerght to record or
report on file. Fee includes one certified copyhaf amended record.
Additional certified copies of the amended recardieoed at the time
of amendment shall be five dollars ($5.00) for ecapy.

d. Creation of Delayed Record for filing: Twenty-fidellars ($25.00)
for a creating, by court order or affidavit, a retone (1) year or
more after the date of the event. A request ferrétord must be
submitted and a finding of ‘Not on File’ must bedwegprior to a
request to create a delayed record for filing. fEeeincludes the
issuance of one certified copy of the record fil&dhe fee for
additional copies of the record ordered at the trniding shall be
five dollars ($5.00) for each additional copy.thé creation of a
delayed record is determined to be fraudulentettige fee will be
retained and the record will not be filed, or ihdas already been filed
when it is determined to be fraudulent the recoitthe removed
from the files.

e. Creation of an Adoption Record: Fifty dollars ($80) for creation
of an adoption record for filing. Fee includes aeetified copy of
the birth record created from the adoption decfaee dollars
($5.00) for each additional copy ordered at theesiime as the filing.

f.  Disclosure from Adoption Record: Twenty-five doig$25.00) for
disclosure of identifying or non-identifying infoation from
adoption files. Licensed adoption agencies sletttianged a fee of
five dollars ($5.00) for verification of affidavitr contact status when
State File Number and date of adoption can be deakififteen
dollars ($15.00) will be charged when this inforioatis unknown.
Note: disclosure and verification shall be madey amlaccordance
with Mississippi Code sections 93-17-203 througkl9322.

g. Search: Requests for a record search which coubipthe years,
multiple counties or multiple names for the santword shall be
charged at twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per hoRecords found
within the first ten (10) minutes of search shalldharged at the
regular request fee.
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h. Research and Genealogy: The fee for researchemehfpgy plain
paper copy records shall be the same as the feeifftitied copies of
the respective certificate, report or search.

i.  The full first copy fee shall be retained on atjuests that result in a
finding of ‘not on file’.

2. Complaints of records not received will be honaoed time within six (6)
months of the original request. Certified copiesimed to the State
Registrar by the US Postal Service or expediteieowiill be re-mailed if
notification of correct address is provided witBir (6) months of original
request. If no notification is received returnedilnwill be destroyed six
(6) months after the date returned, and any natiba of failure to
receive thereafter will not be honored.

3. Certified copies of vital records may be made bgnamical, electronic,
or other reproductive processes, except that fleenmation contained in
the Information for Medical and Health Use Onlyts@t of the birth
certificate shall not be included.

4. When a certified copy is issued, each copy shadidrtfied as a true copy
by the State Registrar in whose custody the reisoedtrusted, and shall
include the date issued, the signatures of the $taalth Officer and State
Registrar or an authorized facsimile thereof, amémbossed or raised
seal of the Mississippi Board of Health. Certifmpies shall be
produced on paper which incorporates security featto assist in the
determination of alterations made to certified espnd in the
identification of fraudulent copies.

5. When the State Registrar finds evidence that #icate was registered
through misrepresentation or fraud, the State Ragishall have authority
to withhold the issuance of a certified copy, toeahsaid certificate to
conform with registration procedures of the Boafréealth, or to remove
the certificate from the files completely and regail related information
to the appropriate law enforcement agency.

6. The State Registrar may negotiate fees for steaistind administrative
purposes with state and federal government agenEiess for unique
statistical services shall be assessed on a tichenarterials cost basis for
providing such services.

103 Registration of Live Births
103.01 Registration of Births (841-57-1, 841-57-7).

Fraudulent records and documents related to thie t@cord shall be turned over
to the appropriate law enforcement agency for iigason and to the district
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attorney in the county of venue for prosecutioe Ppenalty for filing a
fraudulent birth record is detailed under Penali€x .06) of this document.

Rule 12—Registration of births

A certificate of live birth for each birth which oars in this state shall be filed
with the Office of Vital Records Registration oktDepartment of Health within
five days after such birth and shall be registéréchas been completed and
filed in accordance with this rule. Births registémwithin one year after the date
of occurrence shall be registered on the standatdicate of birth form. Births
which occur in this state but outside a licensealtheare facility with no
licensed healthcare provider in attendance or abk@limmediately after the
birth will be required to meet the requirementscHed in the Home Births
section (103.07) of this publication prior to beohgemed as registered or filed.
Births registered one or more years after the ofatiee event will be required to
meet the requirements specified in the Delayed $®edion of Birth section
(104) of this publication prior to being deemedegistered or filed.

103.02 Responsibility for Filing of Birth Certificates.

The responsibility for filing birth certificates determined by the circumstances
of the birth. The certificate of birth must be fllevithin five days.

Rule 13—Birth on a moving conveyance

When a birth occurs and the cord is cut on a moeomyeyance within the
United States and the child is first removed fréw® ¢onveyance in this state,
the birth shall be registered in this state, ardalace where the child is first
removed shall be considered the place of birth. Wénbirth occurs and the cord
is cut on a moving conveyance while in internatlomaters or airspace, or in a
foreign country, and the child is first removednfrthe conveyance in this state,
the birth shall be registered in this state butcificate shall show the actual
place of birth insofar as can be determined.

Rule 14—Birth in hospital or enroute to hospital

When a birth occurs and the cord is cut in a habpitenroute thereto, the
hospital shall be recorded as the place of birthtae person in charge of the
hospital or his designated representative shadliolthe personal data and
prepare the certificate. The completed certifichtall be presented to the
mother for her approval and signature before séreele the hospital. The
physician or nurse-midwife in attendance shall gtexthe medical information
required by the certificate and certify to the $agt birth within 72 hours after
the birth. If that person does not certify to thet§ of birth within the required
72 hours, the certificate may be signed by a médief member or the person
in charge of the hospital. The completed certificsttall be filed with the Office
of Vital Records Registration of the DepartmenHeflth within five days after
the date of birth.
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Rule 15—Birth at place other than a hospital

When a birth occurs and the cord is cut outsidespital, the place of birth shall
be recorded as the address at which the cord wasduhe certificate shall be
prepared and filed by one of the following, in thdicated order of priority:

1. The physician in attendance at or immediately dfterbirth, or in the
absence of such a person,

2. Any verifiable midwife or other person in attendarat or immediately
after the birth, or in the absence of such a person

3. The father or the mother, or in the absence ofdtier and the inability of
the mother,

4. The person in charge of the premises where thie baturred, or in the
absence of such a person,

5. Afield representative of the State Registrar.
103.03 Multiple Births.

The suggested method of preventing confusion wiittipde births is to initially
identify each member by its order of birth in tleg. s

Rule 16—Multiple births

103.04 For each member of a set of multiple births, a spairth certificate, or
spontaneous fetal death report shall be compledést ity and Name of Child
(841-57-23, §93-9-9, §93-9-28).

This section details the conditions under whichféiiker's name may be entered
on the certificate, the specification of the clsldlame under each condition, and
conditions under which the surname of the child inagifferent from either the
father’'s surname or mother’s surname if no fatedisted. Traditionally a child
assumes the legal surname of his or her fathestad lon the birth certificate, or
of the mother if no father is listed. When thersume given a child is not
traditional, a signed statement, witnessed by pitadgepresentative, signed by
both parents or the mother if no father is lised filed with the birth

certificate shall be required, but the certificalball not be considered nor
marked as having been amended.

Rule 17—Paternity
Paternity shall be determined in the following mamnn

1. Mother married. If the mother was married at the time of either
conception or birth, or at any time between corioe@nd birth, the name
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of the husband shall be entered on the certifichlerth as the father of
the child, unless paternity has been determinedlandatural father
otherwise named by a court of competent jurisdictio

2.  Mother not married; no acknowledged father.If the mother was not
married at the time of either conception or bighat any time between
conception and birth, and there is no Acknowledg#réPaternity
affidavit filed and no determination of paternity & court of competent
jurisdiction, the name of the father shall not beead on the certificate of
birth.

3. Mother not married; acknowledged father. If the mother was not
married at the time of conception or birth, or gy #me between
conception and birth, and the natural father ackedges such paternity,
the name of the father shall be entered on théicaté. Such
acknowledgement of paternity shall be made by a¥itdof both mother
and father on the form prescribed by the DepartroEhitealth and filed
with the office of vital records registration. @WBcknowledgement of
Paternity affidavit may be rescinded under Rule-Rescission of
acknowledgement of paternity, or superceded bytanpder. Once a
rescission has been filed the father’s informatidhbe removed from the
birth certificate and the surname of the child w#él changed to the legal
name of the mother at the time of birth.)

4. Court-determined paternity. Any petition, bill of complaint, or other
proceeding filed in a court of competent jurisaiatimay result in a
determination of paternity. The name of the fatiedetermined by said
court shall be entered on the birth certificaterupereipt of a certified
copy of the court judgment. Court determined patgishall take
precedence over all other methods of assigningmgte

Rule 18—Surname of child
The surname of the child shall be determined irfélewing manner:

1. Mother married. If the mother was married at the time of conceptio
birth, or at any time between conception and bttth,surname of the child
shall be that of the husband except that a statermsigned by both the listed
mother and husband, and witnessed by a healtlityaepresentative, filed
at the same time as the birth certificate is filealy alter this rule.

2. Mother not married; no acknowledged father.If the mother was not
married at the time of conception or birth, or @y &me between conception
and birth, the surname of the child shall be tldhe legal surname of the
mother, except that a statement, signed by tredlistother and witnessed
by a health facility representative, filed at tlaene time the birth certificate
is filed may alter this rule.
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3. Mother not married; acknowledged father. If the mother was not married
at the time of conception or birth, or at any tinegween conception and
birth, and the natural father acknowledges sucérpdy, the surname of the
child shall be that of the father except that ¢éest@nt signed by both the
listed mother and the acknowledged father, witretfsea health facility
representative, and filed at the same time thé bettificate is filed may
alter this rule. The Acknowledgement of Pateraitydavit may be
rescinded under Rule 19 — Rescission of acknowladge of paternity,
upon rescission the father’s information will benased from the birth
certificate and the surname of the child will bartjed to the legal surname
of the mother at the time of birth.

4. Court-determined paternity. In the event of court-determined paternity,
the surname of the child shall be that of the fatheless the judgment
specifies otherwise.

Rule 19 — Rescission of acknowledgement of paternit

In those cases where the mother was not marridek dime of either conception
or birth, or at any time between conception anthband the mother and natural
father acknowledge such paternity by affidavitheitthe mother or the
acknowledged father may rescind the acknowledgemihin the earlier of
sixty (60) days of the date of the signature onAbknowledgement of Paternity
affidavit or the date of a judicial proceeding tilg to the child, including a
proceeding to establish a support order, in whaghsignatory is a party. This
rescission rule also applies in cases where thlanaind father married after
the birth of the child and legitimized the child &ffidavit. This rescission rule
does not apply to a legitimation affidavit in cagédsere the mother and father
were married prior to the birth of the child bu¢ tlact was not listed on the
certificate of live birth.

When an affidavit for Acknowledgement of Paterrmitylegitimation, in cases
where the mother and father were married aftebitike of the child, whether
filed at birth or thereafter, has been rescindeel name of the father and all
information pertaining to the father shall be remd¥rom the birth certificate,
and the surname of the child shall be changedettetal surname of the mother
at the time of birth. After a father's name hasrbeemoved by rescission, a
court order shall be required to put that or anothier's name on the
certificate.

103.05 Infants of Unknown Parentage (843-15-201, §43-1B}20
Rule 20—Foundling registration

Any emergency medical services provider, as definég#3-15-207, to take
possession of certain abandoned infants under 8431, or whoever assumes
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custody of a live born infant of unknown parentabell file a certificate of live
birth within five days and such certificate shalhtain the following:

1. Have "Foundling" plainly marked in the top margirtle certificate.
2. The required facts as determined by approximation.

3. Parentage data shall be left blank unless infoonatoncerning parentage
is given voluntarily, the information provided shia¢ placed on the
certificate.

4. The certification of the attendant shall be amendexhow the signature
of the custodian and the custodian’s title, if any.

5. The place where the child was found or taken imtsspssion shall be
entered as the place of birth.

103.06 Birth Occurrence Reports.
Rule 21—Institution reports

On the first day of each month, each institutionotaccepts patients for
delivery shall make a report to the Office of ViRgcords Registration, on
forms prescribed and furnished by the Departmehtealth, giving a complete
list of births occurring in or enroute to the imstion during the preceding
month. For those births, which occurred enroutiéa¢oinstitution, a notation
shall be made on the report. If there were no $iaththe institution during the
month, a report shall be submitted showing thatetheere none.

103.07 Registration of Home Births Filed within One (1)afeof Birth

Rule 22—Registration of a birth at a place othanth licensed health care
facility

When a birth occurs at a place other than a liakhsalthcare facility the birth
shall be classified as a home birth. The certédar such a birth shall be
prepared and filed in accordance with Rule 15,i@ed02.02 of this

publication. A birth certificate for a home birdletermined to be fraudulent, in
whole or in part, shall not be filed and the recand all documents pertaining to
the record shall be turned over to the approptateenforcement agency for
investigation and the district attorney, in the iywof the alleged birth, for
prosecution.

In all cases where a birth occurred outside a fiedrhealthcare facility with no
licensed healthcare provider or verifiable midwifettendance or available
immediately after the birth, a representative ef $tate Registrar shall make a
home visit and obtain or review the following predér the filing of the
certificate:
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1. A state issued picture identification of parentsnahe absence of that
other picture identification acceptable to the &Reégistrar,

2. Prenatal care or medical records confirming pregpaor two notarized
affidavits of persons who were aware of the pregpamd the estimated
date of delivery,

3. Two affidavits from persons present at the birtls@on after who can
verify date and place of birth. The place of birthst be in Mississippi to
be filed as a Mississippi birth certificate. Orifedavit must be from
someone other than a listed or alleged parent,

4. Proof of a live born child,

5. Other proof may be required, at the discretioref$tate Registrar, when
there is doubt about parentage, date of birthJawepof birth.

Rule 23—Insulfficient proof for filing a birth cefitate

When the State Registrar has reasonable causesti@uthe adequacy or
validity of the information provided or the suppog affidavits, the birth
certificate shall not be filed. Once the StateiRegr determines the proof is
insufficient, a court order will be required primrthe birth being registered.

104 Delayed Registration Of Birth

104.01 Any person born in the state of Mississippi whosthlhas not been registered
with the Office of Vital Records Registration oktDepartment of Health, may
file a delayed registration of birth by affidawiith proofs as listed below, or by
court order. A delayed birth certificate form mbstused if the birth is not
registered within one year of the date of birthelayed birth registrations
determined to be fraudulent, in whole or in panglsnot be filed and the record
and all documents pertaining to the record shatub@ed over to the appropriate
law enforcement agency for investigation and tls¢ridt attorney in the county
of venue for prosecution.When Birth Registratiolidayed.

Rule 24—Delayed certificate of birth

Unless filed by the licensed health care facilityioth, births registered one
year or more after the date of occurrence shalepestered on a delayed
certificate of birth form prescribed by the StategRtrar.

In cases where a licensed health care facilitedib file the certificate in a
timely manner, the State Registrar may accepttdradard birth form, if
accompanied with a signed statement attestingetexistence of a hospital file
and completed worksheets or a completed Certifichlave Birth in the
hospital file.
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104.02 Delayed Registration of Birth by Affidavit
Rule 25—Delayed registration for a child less teen(6) years of age

1. The delayed certificate of birth shall be signed aworn to before a
notary public by two individuals competent to sayrd swear to the
accuracy of the facts stated therein. These indal&ishall be selected
from the following in order of priority:

a. The parents of the applicant child, or in the absesf one parent,

b. The custodial parent of the child and a membehefchild’s family
no more than one degree removed, who would hawenda know
the facts of the birth, or in absence of such pgrso

c. The custodial parent of the child and any persoa wbuld have
reason to know the facts of the birth, or in theeadze of such person,

d. The legal guardian of the applicant child, or thgal guardian of any
person who whould have reason to know the facksrtf, or in
absence of such persons,

e. Any two adults having personal knowledge of thedax birth.

2. If the child is legitimate, a copy of the marridgense of the parents shall
be furnished to the State Registrar before theyddlaertificate of birth
may be filed.

3. The person making application for the delayed logttificate must show
proof that a certificate of birth for the childnst on file or must pay the
required fee for a search to determine the recmbi on file.

4. The proofs specified in 103.07 of this documenteaurigule 22 —
Registration of birth at a place other than a Iheedtre facility shall be
provided. An immunization or other health careoreddor the child may
be substituted for the record or affidavit confingiithe pregnancy.

5. One or more pieces of documentary evidence shaltdwaded which
corroborate the facts set forth on the delayedfioatie. Each document
must include information as to the type of docuneerd the date it was
original created or filed. The document(s) musalelssh:

a. The full name of the child at the time of birth,
b. The date of birth and place of birth,

c. The full maiden name of the mother,
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d. The full name of the father, if the father’'s narméd be listed on the
certificate. The father's name may be listed andértificate only in
compliance with Rule 17 part 103.04 of this docutnen

6. The State Registrar shall examine the sworn statearal the
documentary evidence and shall determine the aaiodipt of such
evidence in establishing the facts of birth. B State Registrar rejects the
provided evidence as unsatisfactory, written ngdiion of the rejection
and the reasons for the rejection shall be providede person making
application on behalf of the child.

7. Upon receipt of the service fee and the acceptahtiee signed delayed
certificate form, the State Registrar, or authatizepresentative, shall
abstract onto the delayed certificate a descriptiogach piece of
documentary evidence submitted to support the f&wtg/n on the
certificate. This delayed certificate shall thenused to register the birth
and the applicant shall be provided with one deditopy of the
certificate.

8. After the birth is registered, all documentary &vide provided on behalf
of the child shall be returned to the person makipglication for the
child.

Rule 26—Delayed registration when the applicasixg6) years of age or over

1. For anindividual six (6) years of age or oveg tlelayed certificate of
birth shall be signed and sworn to before a ngpaylic by two (2)
individuals, selected in the following order ofgmity, who are competent
to sign and swear to the accuracy of the factedtderein:

a. The person whose birth is to be registered, if pleason is eighteen
(18) years of age or older, and/or

b. One or both of the parents of the applicant, or

c. The legal guardian of the applicant, or

d. The next of kin of the applicant, or

e. Any adult having personal knowledge of the factbicah.

2. The applicant must either show proof that a bidttificate is not on file
or pay the fee for a search to determine thateberd is not on file.

3. In addition, the applicant shall furnish the Staegistrar at least two
pieces of documentary evidence which corroboradabts set forth on
the delayed certificate. Each document must comdigintification as to
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the type of document and a date of creation argiWhich is five (5)
years or more prior to the application. These danisimust establish:

a. The full name of the applicant at the time of kirth
b. The date of birth and place of birth;
c. The full maiden name of the mother;

d. The full name of the father, compliance with Ruleid part 103.04 of
this document is required if the father's nameibeé listed. If the
mother is married, a copy of the marriage licensstralso be
furnished.

4. The State Registrar shall examine the sworn statears the
documentary evidence and shall determine the aaioipt of such
evidence in establishing the facts of birth. If 8tate Registrar rejects the
evidence offered as unsatisfactory, written nadtfien of the rejection and
the reasons for the rejection shall be providetthécapplicant.
Commensurate with the individual’s age, the Stagi&rar may waive
some of the five (5) years required on the evidence

a. If the State Registrar accepts the evidence offangdn receipt of the
service fee, the State Registrar, or designate@septative, shall
abstract on the delayed certificate of birth, acdpton of each
document submitted to support the facts shown erdébayed birth
certificate. This delayed certificate shall thenused to register the
birth and the applicant shall be provided with oedified copy of the
certificate.

5. After the birth is registered, all documentary evide provided shall be
returned to the applicant..

Rule 27—Closure of delayed birth files

Any application for a delayed certificate not cosatptl within one year from date
of application may be dismissed at the discretiothe State Registrar. Upon
dismissal, the State Registrar shall advise théag of his decision and all
documents submitted in support of such registrattuail be returned to the
applicant. No refund of fees shall be made.

An applicant wishing to reopen a case must comjitly all the requirements of
Rule 25 or Rule 26 above. Rule 28—Insufficient frioo filing a delayed birth
certificate

When an applicant does not submit the documentagiguired for delayed
registration, or when the State Registrar has redsde cause to question the
validity or adequacy of the applicant’s sworn gtaeat or the documentary
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evidence, and if the deficiencies are not corredtezl State Registrar shall not
register the delayed certificate. However, the igppt may file a petition for a
delayed certificate of birth under the provisiofi$ection 41-57-19 of the
Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated.

When a delayed birth certificate is determinedddiled fraudulently, the entire
fee shall be retained by the State Registrar, lamdecord and all documents
pertaining to the record shall be turned over eoappropriate law enforcement
agency for investigation and the district attorimethe county of venue for
prosecution.

104.03 Delayed Registration of Birth by Court Order (§842-19)

There are cases where an applicant cannot prowffleisnt documentation to
support his application. In these cases, the agiicas recourse to the chancery
courts of Mississippi. Upon receipt of the seniee and a certified copy of the
court decree that mandates a delayed certificate fded, the State Registrar
shall register the birth and issue one certifieplycaf the certificate to the
applicant.

Adoption (§93-17-21, §93-17-205, §93-17-207, §93213).

The laws of the state of Mississippi provide fog #doption of and for the issuance of
new birth certificates to individuals. The lawrther, provides a method for the adoptee
or the adoptive parents, in cases where the ad@pgeminor, to obtain non-identifying
and identifying information concerning the birthrgats, and for the birth parents to
permit or prohibit contact by the adoptee or thepdide parents.

105.01 Adoption of Mississippi Born Children.

Rule 29—Adoption of Mississippi born childrenWhepexrson with a Mississippi
registered birth is adopted in this or any othatesta new birth certificate shall be
prepared by the State Registrar and registeredcordance with Section 93-17-
21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated. Btate Registrar shall honor
orders of courts of other states having appropjiatsdiction over Mississippi
born persons in matters of adoption.

1. For a new certificate to be prepared and issueébtlmving shall be
furnished to the State Registrar immediately adtption:

a. Certified copy of final decree of adoption.

b. Report of Adoption, a form prescribed and furnishgdhe State
Registrar. The report shall include such factsrasiacessary to
locate and identify the certificate of birth of therson adopted,
provide information necessary to establish a nawficate of birth of
the person adopted, identify the order of adopaiod be certified by
the clerk of the court. The Report of Adoption s complete and
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meet the requirements of an acceptable record wder7 part
101.09 of this document.

c. Areport of the medical and social history of thettbparents, and any
similar information furnished by the birth pareatsout the adoptee’s
grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers and sistéis . court may
waive this requirement when one or more of thetipegrs for
adoption is the natural mother or father of thepaee.

d. The names, current addresses and social secuntiers of the
adoptee’s birth parents, guardian and legal custodnd any other
available information about the birth parent’s iggrand location.
The court may waive this requirement when one arenad the
petitioners for adoption is the natural motheraihér of the adoptee.

e. The required service fee.

2. Upon receipt of these documents and the servicdleeState Registrar or
designated representative, shallremove the originidd certificate from
the active files and secure it with the documeatgiired in 1.a., c. and d.
above in a sealed file, prepare a new certificqaigister the new birth
record into the active files, and provide the ad@pparents with one
certified copy of the new birth certificate.

3. Disclosure of non-identifying information from tsealed file shall be
made only under the following conditions:

a. The person making the request has sufficient ppbafentity and is
an adoptee eighteen (18) years of age or oldeagdaptive parent; the
guardian or legal custodian of an adoptee; or tfpong or blood
sibling of an adoptee if the requester is eight@8) years of age or
older.

b. Payment of the required service fee.

4. Disclosure of identifying information from the sedlfile shall be made
available only under the following conditions:

a. An affidavit is not on file expressly prohibitingd release of any
information about such birth parent’s identity dochtion, and
prohibiting any licensed adoption agency from cantithg a search
for such birth parent under the terms of the Ms&pja Adoption
Confidentiality Act or a notice of contact with thath parent for that
adoptee is not on file.

b. A licensed adoption agency has requested the irfbomwhile
acting on behalf of any person specified in (3whp requests non-
identifying medical, social or genetic backgrountbrmation and the
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information is not on file and an affidavit prohibg a search for the
birth parent has not been filed or a notice of aochivith the birth
parent for that adoptee is not on file. In thissgamly non-identifying
information may be furnished by the licensed adwop&gency to the
person so identified in (3) (a).

c. Alicensed adoption agency providing post-adopsiervices has
requested the information while acting on behakwy person
twenty-one (21) years of age or over who has bdeptad in this
state, providing however, that the birth parenti@sexecuted an
affidavit prohibiting the release of such infornaettior that a notice is
not on file that such birth parent has been coathohce and has
refused to authorize the release of confidentfarmation.

d. Payment of the required service fee.
105.02 Adoption of Foreign Born Children.

The Code provides for the issuance of a Missisdipth certificate upon the
adoption of, by Mississippi residents, foreign-bohildren. See the
aforementioned section 93-17-21, Mississippi CddEdd2, Annotated.

Rule 30—Adoption of foreign-born children

The birth of any child born in a foreign countrydaadopted in the state of
Mississippi by a person or a couple, one of whoor iwas at the time of
adoption a bonafide resident of this state, masebestered in the manner
described in Rule 29, with the exception that tlaee of birth shall be shown as
the actual town, district and county of said clsldirth.

105.03 Adoption of Persons Born in Another State.

The Board of Health cannot act on a birth certtBoaf another state, but any
person adopting a child born in another statelvalteferred to the appropriate
authority in that state as provided in Section 9321, Mississippi Code of
1972, Annotated.

105.04 Adoption of Children with no Birth Certificate.

The State Registrar will prepare a birth certifecir an adopted individual who
has no birth certificate on file or whose placdwth is unknown, upon receipt
of a court order as provided for in the aforemarg Section 93-17-21,
Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated.

105.05 Centralized Adoption Statistics

With the assistance of the Administrative OfficeGafurts, the State Registrar
shall compile and annually make available to thelipdor a reasonable fee,
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statistics about all adoptions finalized in thet&tarhe statistics shall include
the number of adoptions where the adopting paseatalood relative and the
number of adoptions where the adopting parenttiood relative to the
adoptee. No individual identifying information $#Hze made available in these
statistics.

106 Amendments to Birth Certificate

Mississippi statutes authorize alteration of baéhtificates only when the original birth
facts are incorrectly recorded. An omission in ttostext is considered to be an error.

Rule 31—Amendment of obvious errors

In the process of registering a birth, the Statgi®er is charged with responsibility of
ensuring, insofar as is administratively possitile,completeness of the record. To this
end, during the first year after the date of bithie State Registrar or designated
representative will examine each certificate foviobs errors and make any necessary
corrections. Obvious errors, include the trangposif letters in words of common
knowledge, the provision of misinformation, anddomissions of information.

Correction of these errors may be made based loeraglephone or written query to the
facility of birth and/or mother as shown on thetlbicertificate. When amendments to
obvious errors are made by the State Registrastation as to the source of the
information, together with the date the change made and the initials of the authorized
agent making the change, shall be made on thdicateiin such a way so as not to
become a part of any certification issued. Thefaate is not to be considered nor
marked as having been amended. Correction of abweaors does not include, the
placement of given names, adding or dropping arghame, nor, generally, spelling of
the names.

106.01 Amendment by Affidavit (§841-57-21).
Rule 32—Minor errors and omissions

1. Certificates which have missing information or theorrect recording of
the child’s first name, middle name(s), sex, ded# birth by one (1) day
may be amended by affidavit with proof of the facB®missions or
incorrect recording of both or either parent’s giveame, place of birth,
date of birth, or race, excluding designation aseanber of a native
American tribe, may also be corrected by affidawth proof of the facts.
Affidavits must contain notarized signatures of & reputable persons
having personal knowledge of the facts (in the oaderiority specified
in Rule 25 part 104.02 of this document). Proathef facts must be at
least one piece of documentary evidence, showiadgyte of document
and a date five (5) years or more prior to the estjuvhich supports the
item to be corrected. The documentary evidence aiss contain
sufficient identifying information that is consistewith the same type of
information on the birth certificate. From thealaf birth up to but not
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including the date three (3) calendar months #ffiedate of birth,
corrections in the placement of given names, addirdropping a given
name but not both, or corrections in the spellihg given name where it
does not change the pronunciation of the name reaydie by affidavit
without the proof requirement.

2. Atthe discretion of the State Registrar and consueate with the age of
the person named on the certificate, all or pathefrequirements for
documentary evidence may be waived. Conversetyldithere be any
guestion concerning the validity of the affidavitdmcumentary evidence,
the State Registrar may require a Mississippi clgncourt order prior to
making the correction.

3. Anyone giving false information in such affidavitadl be subjected to the
penalties of perjury. Attempts to change a ret¢bodigh fraudulent means
will result in no change to the record and all doeats pertaining to the
record will be turned over to the appropriate laMfoecement agency for
investigation.

Rule 33—More than one amendment to an item

Once an amendment of an item is made on a birtHicate, that item shall not
be amended again unless a court order is receigadd court of competent
jurisdiction within the state of Mississippi. Nofehe witnessed statement
giving a child a non-traditional surname, filedlwihe birth certificate by the
facility of birth, is not considered an amendmentite name item.

Rule 34—Methods of amending certificates

1. Certificates shall be amended by eradication oftdra to be amended
and insertion of correct data. Original informatmmntained in the
certificate shall be preserved for reference aadga on the certificate in
such a way so as not to become part of any cettiific. When such
amendments are made, a notation as to the soateepflamendment and
initials of the authorized agent shall be includedhe certificate.

2. Where the item was left blank on the existing Gegte, amendments
shall be made by completing the items, with a nartedis to source, date
of amendment and initials of the authorized agéatqu on the certificate
in such a way so as not to become part of anyfication.

3. Excepting only adoptions, the change authority theddate of change
shall be legible on any certified copy issued. Tesdificate shall contain
an entry in the margin amended by authority of iBactof the Mississippi
Code of 1972, Annotated. Where the change was hgsada rule, the
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Mississippi Board of Health authority to make rutesl regulations,
Section 41-3-17 will be referenced.

106.02 Legitimation by Affidavit (§93-17-1(2)).
Rule 35 — Legitimation by marriage of natural pasen

The affidavit of the natural parents of an illegiéite child, submitted with proof
of marriage between the parties, shall result énatidition of the father’'s name,
race, age at time of birth or date of birth, aradesbf birth to the child’s birth
certificate, and change the child’s surname to dh#te father, provided that no
father is listed on the certificate on file. Ifaher man is named as father on the
birth certificate, this name may only be changespant to an order from a
chancery court, or the Chancellor in vacation efd¢bunty of residence of the
petitioner, or any chancery district of the stétthe petitioner is a nonresident.
When the natural parents were married prior tdoihté of the child, but the
father’s information was not contained on the figeditificate, the affidavit shall
correct the omission of the father’s informatidignatories in this case cannot
rescind the acknowledgement and any action to renttwe father shall be by
Chancery court order.

When the natural parents marry after the birtthefahild, the affidavit amends
the birth record by providing the father’s informesit and changing the surname
of the child to that of the father. In this casggnatory can rescind the
acknowledgement in accordance with Rule 37, pagt®of this document.

106.03 Filiation or Paternity (841-57-23, 893-9-9, §93-8).2
Rule 36 — Acknowledgement of paternity by affidavit

Acknowledgments of paternity by the natural fatimery be done by affidavit
provided no father is listed on the birth certifecaf the child. If a father is

listed or the mother was married at conceptionirdh bor any time between
conception and birth, a court order shall be regiirAcknowledgement of
Paternity affidavit must be signed by both the reotiind natural father, contain
a notary seal for both signatures, indicate the dagned, and be filed with the
office of vital records. When an AcknowledgemehPaternity affidavit is filed
the father’s information shall be added to thehbagrtificate and the surname of
the child shall be changed to that of the father.

Rule 37 — Rescission of acknowledgement of paternit

A signatory may, in accordance with 8841-57-23¢8) 83-9-9(4), rescind an
Acknowledgement of Paternity affidavit by completiand filing with the office
of vital records a Rescission of AcknowledgemerPafernity affidavit. The
person signing a rescission affidavit must signolieer name in the same
manner as the signature on the Acknowledgemenatefrfty affidavit. The
signature must be notarized and the date signetlmusithin 60 days of the
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date of the signature on the Acknowledgement cérRdy filed with the office
of vital records. After a rescission has beerdftlee father’s information will be
removed and surname of the child will be changetiedegal name of the
mother at the time of birth, in accordance withdRi9, part 103.04 of this
document.

106.04 Amendments by Court Order (841-57-23, §93-17-1).

Proceedings brought under this section (841-578jt be brought against the
Board of Health. It suggested that any court adbertbased upon the certificate
on file with the Board of Health. The petition skebget out the error to be
corrected, and include any documentation or othieleace upon which the
claim of an error is based. A certified copy of subject certificate and any
documentary support of the petition should be hAtdas exhibits. In the
absence of any support for a claim, the Board @ltHewill base its answer on
the prima facie facts on the birth certificate d@.€Court proceedings may be
brought under section 93-17-1 when the parents hmreed subsequent to the
birth of their child. The Board of Health is nohacessary party to actions under
this statute, however enactment hereunder doesewessarily entitle a change
to a birth certificate.

106.05 Amendment of a Delayed Registration Birth Certifeca
Rule 33—Amending delayed birth certificates

Amendments to delayed birth certificates shall la@lenonly upon the receipt of
an order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

106.06 Court Order Changes which are not Corrections tthBiacts (§93-17-1).
Rule 39 — Change of name by court order

A name change, which is not a correction to ththifacts shall, upon receipt of
a certified court order and required fee, be adddbe birth certificate as a
marginal notation of the fact. The birth name khat be eradicated and the
name changed shall not be put in the birth nameepld@he face of the
certificate shall be stamped to indicate the legahority under which the name
was changed and the date of the change.

Rule 40 — Change of gender by court order

Gender reassignment shall be added to the birtliicate as a marginal
notation, upon receipt of a certified court ordemedical statement that attests
to the reassignment, and the required fee.
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Registration of Deaths

Mississippi statutes applicable to the determimasind registration of deaths are 841-36-
3, 841-57-1, 841-57-7. A determination of deattstine made in accordance with
accepted medical standards .

Rule 41—Registration of deaths

A certificate for every death which occurs in thiate shall be filed with the Office of
Vital Records Registration of the Department of Ifewithin five days after such death
occurs and shall be registered if it has been cetagland filed in accordance with this
rule. If unknown, the place of death is assumdaktthat where the body is found. If the
date of death is unknown, it shall be determinedjyyroximation.

Rule 42—Removal of dead body

The hospital, nursing home, funeral director, othstitution or individual who first
assumes custody of a dead body shall immediatebriasn the identity of the person
who will certify the death (See Rule 43). The batigll not be removed until such
person has been notified and he has indicated Iheestify the cause of death.

107.01 Who Shall Certify.
Rule 43—~Certification of death

1. The physician in charge of the decedent’s card sheify to the cause of
death if death does not affect the public interest.

2. The medical examiner shall certify cause in deatfexcting the public
interest. A death affecting the public intereddefined by Sections 41-61-51
through 41-61-79 of the Mississippi Code of 1978nétated, known as the
Mississippi Medical Examiner act of 1986.

3. Where an attending physician refuses to sign &icate of death, or in case
of any death affecting the public interest, thee&SMedical Examiner or
properly qualified designee shall sign the deatkfaate.

4. In any case where doubt exists as to who shalfgetie medical examiner
shall certify the death.

107.02 Deaths of Females Between Ages Ten (10) and Ffy (841-57-13(4))

The certifier of cause of death of a female betwiberages of ten (10) and fifty
(50) will specify, by checking the appropriate lmxthe death certificate,
whether or not the female was or had been pregméimn 90 days of the date
of death.

Rules Governing the Registration Health Informatics
and Certification of Vital Events Bureau of Vital Statistics



30

107.03 Place of Death
Rule 44—Death in an institution

1. When death occurs in a hospital or nursing homeisandt a death that
affects the public interest (See Rule 36), theqrens charge of that
institution, or his designated representative,lsheiate the preparation of
the death certificate by completing the followitgms:

a. Name of deceased (Item 1)
b. Hour and date of death (Item 3)
c. Place of death (Items 7a, b, ¢ and, if a hosptah 7d)

2. The institution shall obtain the certification @use of death (See Rule 36)
and forward the certificate to the funeral direatathin 72 hours of death. In
the event that the cause of death determinatiawasting laboratory or
autopsy results, the certifier shall indicate simcitem 25 and inform the
State Registrar of his determination of cause atlidas soon as possible by
completing and submitting the form Statement to Ach€ause of Death.

3. If the death affects the public interest (See §358) the medical examiner
shall complete his portion of the death certificatel forward the certificate
to the funeral director within seventy-two (72) mof assuming
jurisdiction over a death. In the event that theseaof death determination is
awaiting laboratory or autopsy results, the medesaminer shall indicate
such in item 25 and inform the State Registrari@tletermination of cause
of death as soon as possible by completing and ittitogrthe form
Statement to Amend Cause of Death. The medical ieveatrs portion of the
death certificate is:

a. Name of deceased (Item 1)

b. Hour and date of death (Item 3)

c. Place of death (Items 7a, b, ¢ and, if a hosptah 7d)
d. Certifier s signature (Items 24e-q)

e. Cause of death (Items 25a-299)

4. Inthose cases where no funeral director is invdhltiee hospital or the
medical examiner shall be responsible for comphesind filing of the entire
death certificate within five days of death.
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Rule 45—Death at place other than an institution

When death occurs at place other than an institatial the death does not
affect the public interest (See §41-61-59), theefahdirector or person acting
as such who first assumes custody of the body shiadite preparation of the
certificate and obtain the medical certificatiordefath within seventy-two (72)
hours of death. If the death affects the publierest the medical examiner shall
initiate the death certificate and forward it te flaneral director within seventy-
two (72) hours of death.

In those cases where no funeral director is invahltiee hospital or the medical
examiner shall be responsible for completion alifiof the entire death
certificate within five days of death.

Rule 46—Death on a moving conveyance

When death occurs on a moving conveyance withitieed States and the
body is first removed from the conveyance in tlédes the death shall be
registered in the state, and the place wherdfiisisremoved shall be considered
the place of death. When a death occurs on a maangeyance while in
international waters or airspace, or in a foreigantry, and the body is first
removed from the conveyance in this state, thendglall be registered in this
state but the certificate shall show the actuatelaf death insofar as can be
determined. If the death affects the public interdé® medical examiner of the
county in which the conveyance stops and deathoisqunced shall be notified
promptly by any person having knowledge or suspicabsuch a death. All
other registration procedures as provided in tihegalations shall apply.

Rule 47—Presumptive death

When a death is presumed to have occurred witlsrstate but the body cannot
be located, a death certificate may be prepardtidptate Registrar upon
receipt of an order of a court of competent jugtidn within this state, which
shall include the finding of facts required to cdete the death certificate. Such
a death certificate shall be marked Presumptiveshatl show on its face the
date of registration and shall identify the coumtl ahe date of decree.

107.04 Who Shall File a Death Certificate.
Rule 48—Filing of death certificate

1. The funeral director, or person acting as such, filebassumes custody
of a dead body, shall review and correct any itestiser than information
in the PRONOUNCEMENT and CAUSE OF DEATH sectiormnpleted
by an institution or the medical examiner, comptetdeath certificate,
and file it with the Office of Vital Records Regtion of the Department
of Health within five days of the date of death.
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2. Each death certificate of a person whose body Bas bmbalmed in this
state shall be signed by an embalmer holding & Wississippi
embalming license, who shall affix his license nemibeside his
signature. When a body has not been embalmed isiddippi, then the
funeral director, or person acting as such, sluaditate in item 21(a) on
the death certificate.

107.05 Burial-Transit Permit.

A burial-transit permit is required when a dead\bisdtransported into or
out of the State.

Rule 49—Burial-transit permit

1. A burial-transit permit, the second or yellow cagjthe death certificate,
may be issued by the organization that origindtedeath certificate, or a
certified copy of the death certificate may sers@durial-transit permit .

2. The burial-transit permit shall accompany any deedy when it is moved
out of state. If the dead body is shipped by comgamier, the burial-
transit permit shall be enclosed in a durable epehnd attached to the
shipping case.

Rule 50—Transportation of dead bodies

A dead body or fetus shall be buried, crematedteravise disposed of within
48 hours of death unless the body has been embdiynadicensed embalmer or
unless the body is kept under refrigeration. Ifdiead body is transported within
or out of the state and the destination cannoehelred within 24 hours after
death, the body shall be embalmed by a licensedenap or kept under
refrigeration. Any dead body shipped by commonieaghall be enclosed in an
outside shipping case. The outside shipping cagebmanade of metal, wood or
any other suitable material which is approved lgyagbmmon carrier. The
outside case may be omitted in all instances wheibdy is transported in a
hearse or funeral director s conveyance.

107.06 Disposition of Dead Bodies.

Mississippi statutes and regulations do not regieeuse of vaults, caskets or
embalming, except as provided in Rule 50. The Bo#tdealth does not license
or otherwise regulate cemeteries or crematoriums.

No person knowing or having reason to know thag¢atll may be under the
jurisdiction of the medical examiner shall bury thay without the permission of
the medical examiner.No body shall be crematedssrilee death certificate has
first been completed and filed with the Office afal Records Registration of the
Department of Health.Dead bodies may be donatetkttical schools as
provided for in Section 41-39-7 of the Mississifude of 1972, Annotated.
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107.07 Disposition of Unclaimed Dead Bodies (841-39-5).

A dead human body which is not claimed for burrati@mation within forty-
eight hours shall become the responsibility ofBleard of Supervisors of the
county in which the dead body is located. The BadrSupervisors shall make
reasonable efforts to notify members of the decesléamily or other known
interested persons, and, if the dead body is aanheld for burial or cremation by
any interested person within five days, the Bodr8upervisors shall, as soon as
it may think appropriate, authorize and directhieal or cremation and burial of
the residue of such dead body.

107.08 Monthly Reports of Deaths.
Rule 51—Monthly reports of deaths

1. Funeral homes -- On the first day of every mon#étheperson, firm,
corporation, burial society or burial associatiog&ged in the business of
burying dead bodies shall make a report to thec®ffif Vital Records
Registration on forms prescribed and furnishedheyRepartment of
Health. If there were no funerals during the moatheport shall be filed
to this effect.

2. Hospitals and nursing homes -- On the first dagwary month, each
institution shall make a report of all deaths odowgy in or enroute to the
institution, to the Office of Vital Records Regeaion on forms prescribed
and furnished by the Department of Health. If theeze no deaths during
the month, a report shall be filed to this effect.

3. Medical examiner/Investigator — On the first dayegéry month, each
county medical examiner or county medical examinegstigator
responsible for certifying deaths in the publienetst, shall make a report
to the office of Vital Records Registration on ferprescribed and
furnished by the Department of Health. If thereeweo deaths certified in
the public interest during the month, a reportIdbalfiled to that effect.

107.09 Delayed Registration.
Rule 52—Delayed registration of death

1. Deaths registered after one year of the date dhddwell be registered on
the standard certificate of death form, preferabé/version in use at the
time of death. The certificate must be signed leyattending physician or
medical examiner, and the funeral director or pembo acted as such.
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2. Inthe absence of the attending physician or médiaminer, and the
funeral director or person who acted as such, ¢htficate may be filed
by Mississippi Chancery court order.

3. In cases where the death registration is not coddred, the State
Registrar may require additional documentary ewiden prove the facts
of death.

4. Upon acceptance of the evidence offered and reoktpe service fee, the
State Registrar, or his designated representdtiai register the death
and provide the applicant with one certified copy.

107.10 Amendments to Death Certificate (841-57-13).
Rule 53—Amendment to death certificate

1. Allitems in the medical certification or of a medi nature may be
amended only upon receipt of the specified amentifoem from (1) the
person certifying the information or, if deceasedhcapacitated, from
that person or persons responsible for the conopletf such items or (2)
the State Medical Examiner.

2. Any amendment that is or may be contested by anlyeoprincipals i.e.
surviving spouse, informant, parents or relativiethe principals, may, at
the discretion of the State Registrar, require @didation in a Mississippi
chancery court.

3. Other items may be amended on affidavit of therimmfnt and funeral
director or person acting as such.

4. Any item, once amended, shall be further amendé&dugpon receipt of an
order from a Mississippi chancery court.

5. Notwithstanding any of the above, the State Regyistray in his
discretion, require or not require documentatiosupport of the
amendment to be made, or require a court order &dnississippi
chancery court.

108 Spontaneous Fetal Deaths

Spontaneous fetal deaths (stillbirths and misogesaare subject to statistical reporting
requirements. A “Certificate of birth resulting$tillbirth” may be obtained, upon
request, by a parent named on the fetal deathtygpanemorialize the delivery of a
stillborn child. Such a certificate shall statearly that the certificate is not proof of live
birth.
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108.01 Reporting
Rule 54—Reporting requirements

Each spontaneous fetal death of 20 completed wefedesstation or more,
calculated from the date the last normal mensfaebd began to the date of
delivery, or a weight of 350 grams or more, whiclkuwrs in this state shall be
reported within five days after delivery to thet8tRegistrar. If either or both
the completed weeks of gestation or the weightiakmown, the fetal death
must be reported.

Rule 55—Responsibility for reporting spontaneoualfdeaths

1. If a dead fetus was delivered in an institutioreoroute thereto, the person
in charge of the institution, or his designated-espntative, shall prepare
and submit the report to the State Registrar.

2. If aninvestigation by a coroner or medical examisegequired, the
coroner or medical examiner shall prepare and duivaireport to the
State Registrar.

3. If a dead fetus was delivered outside an instituéind is not subject to the
jurisdiction of the coroner or medical examineg tkport shall be
prepared and submitted to the State Registrar byobthe following in
the indicated order of priority:

a. The physician in attendance at or immediately dfterdelivery, or in
the absence of such a person.

b. Any other person in attendance at or immediatelgrdhe delivery,
or in the absence of such a person,

c. The father, or mother, or in the absence of theefaand the inability
of the mother, the person in charge of the premidese the delivery
occurred.

4. The person responsible for completing the fetatidegport shall advise
the parent or parents:

a. That a parent may, but is not required to, reqtiesspreparation of a
certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth;

b. That a parent may obtain a certificate of birthuhisg in stillbirth by
contacting the Bureau of Vital Statistics to redube certificate and
paying the required fee; and
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c. How a parent may contact the Bureau of Vital Stiasgo request a
certificate of birth resulting in stillbirth.

5. If the delivery of a dead fetus occurred on a mgwanveyance within
the United States and the fetus is first removetiisistate, the delivery
shall be registered in this state, and the pladebyery shall be the place
where the fetus is first removed. When a delivegurs on a moving
conveyance while in international waters or airgpac in a foreign
country, and the fetus is first removed from thevayance in this state
the delivery shall be registered in this statetbatfetal death report shall
show the actual place of delivery insofar as caddiermined .

6. The name of the fetus shall be entered in accosdemth Rule 57. The
name of the father and other information aboufaltieer shall be entered
in accordance with Rule 58. If a name is not pted], “baby boy” or
“baby girl” and the last name of the parent shalirserted.

7. Inthe case of multiple fetuses , a separate reghait be submitted for
each fetus.

Rule 56—Institution reports

On the first day of each month, each institutionoltaccepts patients for
delivery shall prepare a list of all spontaneoualfdeaths occurring in that
institution during the preceding month. This lisal be on the form prescribed
and furnished by the State Department of Healthsdwadl be submitted to the
State Registrar. If there were no spontaneousdetaths, a report shall be
submitted showing that there were none.

108.02 Paternity and Name of Fetus

As with a live born child, when a reportable fetahth occurs the surname of
the fetus is traditionally the same as the fath#ra mother and father were
married at the time of conception or delivery oaay time between conception
and delivery. If the mother and father were notried the name of the fetus
and/or paternity may be established in accordariterules 57 and 58.

Rule 57 -- Paternity
Paternity shall be determined in the following mamnn

1. Mother married. If the mother was married at the time of either
conception or delivery, or at any time between egtion and delivery,
the name of the husband shall be entered on thedeath report as the
father of the fetus, unless paternity has beenrmgted otherwise by a
court of competent jurisdiction.
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2. Mother not married; no acknowledged father.If the mother was not
married at the time of either conception or delyyer at any time
between conception and delivery, and there is nonéwledgement of
Paternity affidavit filed and no determination @it@rnity by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the name of the fatherlshail be entered on the
fetal death report.

3. Mother not married; acknowledged father. If the mother was not
married at the time of conception or delivery, bamay time between
conception and delivery, and the natural fathenaekedges such
paternity, the name of the father shall be enterethe fetal death report.
Such acknowledgement shall be made by affidaviiodh mother and
father on the form prescribed by the Departmerdedlth and filed with
the office of vital records registration.

4. Court-determined paternity. Any petition, bill of complaint, or other
proceeding filed in a court of competent jurisaiatimay result in a
determination of paternity. The name of the fatiedetermined by said
court shall be entered on the fetal death reparhupceipt of a certified
copy of the court judgment. Court determined patgishall take
precedence over all other methods of assigningmigte

Rule 58—Surname of fetus
The surname of the fetus shall be determined ifidlh@ving manner:

1. Mother married. If the mother was married at the time of concepto
delivery, or at any time between conception andsdel, the surname of
the fetus shall be that of the husband exceptalstatement, signed by
both the listed mother and husband, and witnesgedhgalth facility
representative, filed at the same time the fetattdesport is filed may
alter this rule.

2.  Mother not married; no acknowledged father.If the mother was not
married at the time of conception or delivery, bamay time between
conception and delivery, the surname of the fetadl be that of the legal
surname of the mother, except that a statememiggigy the listed mother
and witnessed by a health facility representafileq at the same time the
fetal death report is filed may alter this rule.

3. Mother not married; acknowledged father. If the mother was not
married at the time of conception or delivery, bamay time between
conception and delivery, and the natural fathenaekedges such
paternity, the surname of the fetus shall be th#ttefather except that a
statement signed by both the listed mother an@t¢kaowledged father,
witnessed by a health facility representative, fled at the same time the
fetal death report is filed may alter this rule.
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4. Court-determined paternity. In the event of court-determined paternity,
the surname of the fetus shall be that of the fatirdess the judgment
specifies otherwise.

108.03 Preparation and issuance of a certificate of betulting in stillbirth

Within sixty (60) days of a request and paymerthefrequired fee by a parent
named on the fetal death report, a Certificateirdh loesulting in stillbirth shall
be prepared and issued to the requesting parewh &certificate shall contain
no less than the date of the stillbirth; the countwhich the stillbirth occurred,
the state file number corresponding to the fetatlileeport, and the statement
“This certificate is not proof of live birth.”

109 Induced Terminations (841-57-18, 841-57-19)

Induced terminations are subject to statisticabrpg requirements. No vital records are
made or kept and therefore no certified copiesie$e reports can be issued. The reports
are destroyed as soon as the statistical analgseslkieen completed. Any identifying
information gathered under these statutes is lstgonfidential and may not be released.

109.01 Reporting
Rule 60—Reporting requirements

Each induced termination of pregnancy which isqrened in this state shall be
reported to the State Registrar within five daysh®/person in charge of the
institution in which the induced termination of grancy was performed.
Patients are to be listed by identification numin@y and not by name. If the
induced termination of pregnancy was performedidetan institution, the
attending physician shall prepare and file the repo

Rule 61—Institution reports

On the first day of each month, each facility iniethinduced terminations of
pregnancy are performed shall prepare a list ahdliced terminations
performed in that facility during the preceding rtiarThe list shall be on forms
prescribed and furnished by the State DepartmeHeafth and shall be
submitted to the State Registrar. Patients are iested by identification
number only and not by name. If there were no ieduerminations of
pregnancy at a facility during the month, a regball be submitted showing
that there were none.
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109.02 Complications Resulting from Induced TerminatioB841-41-76 through 41-
41-80)

Rule 62 — Reporting requirements

A physician shall file a written report with the Rsrtment of Health regarding
each patient who comes under the physician’s psafeal care and requires
medical treatment or suffers death that the attepghysician has a reasonable
basis to believe is a primary, secondary, or tgrtiasult of an induced abortion.

1.

These reports shall be submitted within thirty (88ys of the discharge or
death of the patient treated for the complication.

The report shall not contain the name of the wormammon identifiers
such as her social security number or motor velupkrator’s license
number or other information or identifiers that wbbmake it possible to
identify in any manner or under any circumstangemédividual who has
obtained or seeks to obtain an abortion.

Standardized report forms shall be developed astdlolited or made
available online in a downloadable format to alldncal professional
organizations, licensed physicians, hospitals, gerery rooms, and

abortion facilities operating in the state.

Each report of medical treatment following abortghrall contain the
following information:

a. The age and race of the patient

b. The characteristics of the patient, including resad status, county
of residence, marital status, education, numberefious
pregnancies, number of stillbirths, number of lg/children and
number of previous abortions

c. The date the abortion was performed and the maiked if known
d. The type of facility where the abortion was perfedn

e. The condition of the patient that led to treatmerdluding, but not
limited to, pelvic infection, hemorrhage, damag@édvic organs,
renal failure, metabolic disorder, shock, embolisoma or death

f.  The amount billed to cover the treatment of the glcation,
including where the treatment was billed to Medicansurance,
private pay or other method. This should incluldarges for
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physician, hospital, emergency room, prescriptioatber drugs,
laboratory tests and any other costs for the treatmendered.

g. The charges are to be coded with ICD-9 classificatiumbers in
such a way as to distinguish treatment followinduiced abortions
from treatments following ectopic or molar pregnasc

5. Summarized aggregate data from the reports shatidheded in the
annual Vital Statistics Report

6. The reports shall be retained for five (5) yeatsrahe date the report is
received, then each individual report shall berdgsd.

7. Disclosure of the reports or the contents of tipores in a manner or
fashion which would permit the identification oktperson who is the
subject of the report is prohibited.

8. Disclosure of confidential identifying informatiaall constitute a felony
which, upon conviction, shall be punished by impnisient in the State
Penitentiary for not more than three (3) years fine of not more than
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or both.
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